Raccoon Possession Laws
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	= Kept as pets and taken from the wild

	
	= Kept as pets, but not taken from the wild

	
	= Strictly limited private possession (rehabilitation, exhibition, commercial, etc)

	
	= Virtually no private possession


	State
	Raccoon Regs

	Alabama
	As per 220-2-.26, No person shall possess raccoons.  Exemptions for zoos, exhibitors, and in the rare case, rehabilitators


	Alaska
	It is illegal to keep raccoons as pets in Alaska.  In addition, raccoons are considered “deleterious exotic wildlife” and there is no season or bag limit on their take.

	Arizona
	Private possession unlawful.  Special license possession allowed for:

1. The advancement of science, wildlife management, or promotion of public health or welfare;

2. Education;

3. To photograph for a commercial purpose
.> The Department issues wildlife holding permits to: (1) individuals who legally possess restricted live wildlife and are moving into the state, (2) for educational display, (3) or advancement of science, and (4) to foster an animal unable to return to the wild. Persons already residing in Arizona are not permitted to possess restricted live wildlife as "pets" unless they qualify for a permit.

	Arkansas
	Up to six individual bobcats, coyotes, deer, gray foxes, red foxes, opossums, quail, rabbits, raccoons or squirrels may be kept per household if taken by hand from the wild in Arkansas. Up to six individuals of a species that is neither hunted nor trapped may be kept per household if taken by hand from the wild so long as they are not birds (such as songbirds, hawks and

owls), bats, ornate box turtles, alligator snapping turtles, hellbenders, cave-dwelling creatures or endangered species. Once taken, the animal must remain in the owner’s custody, except pets other than white-tailed deer may be turned over to a permitted wildlife rehabilitator for release back into the wild. When game animals are kept as pets, individuals of different sexes must be kept in separate pens or the males must be neutered to prevent reproduction. All wildlife kept as pets must be kept in cages that keep them from escaping and keep other wildlife from entering.  These animals may not be sold or transferred to a different owner and may only be taken from the state with the permission of the Chief of Wildlife Management.  Individuals may purchase and own up to six per household of captive-born, commercially-obtained native wildlife species, other than deer or elk, from permitted Wildlife Breeder/Dealers and keep them as personal pets. Owners must have proof of legal purchase. If the number of animals possessed exceeds six, the owner must obtain a Wildlife Breeder/Dealer permit. Such animals may not be hunted, sold or otherwise distributed.

	California
	Raccoons are restricted from possession for pet purposes, as are thousands of other species, pursuant to Section 671, Title 14, of the California Code of Regulations www.dfg.ca.gov/licensing/pdffiles/fg1518.pdf.  The types of permits allowed are zoo, research, exhibiting and on very rare occasions shelter purposes (see section 671.1(b), T14, of the CCR).  In addition,   California licensed rehabilitation facilities are sometimes given special permission to keep a nonreleasable raccoon that is suitable for education.  No animal care permits (pet purposes) are issued for raccoons.

	Colorado
	

	Connecticut
	26-40, banned sale of raccoons.  No private possession or collection from the wild.  Exemptions for rehabilitators, exhibitors, zoos, etc.

	Delaware
	Raccoon possession is unlawful in Delaware because it is considered a game animal and a protected species.

	Florida
	It is unlawful to transport within, into or from the state, wild-trapped live raccoons.  To keep a domesticated raccoon (one not taken or received from the wild) as a pet, you will need to apply for a Class III Personal Use Permit from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). The permit is valid for two years and there is no cost. A permit application to keep any raccoon other than a domesticated raccoon must include a letter from a vet or animal clinic stating why the animal cannot be returned to the wild. It is illegal to feed wild raccoons.

	Georgia
	The private possession of raccoons as pets is prohibited in Georgia.  There are no permits currently issued that allow the possession of raccoons as pets.  Raccoons may be possessed by licensed wildlife exhibitors.  These animals may only be exhibited in fixed facilities. Caretakers must be vaccinated against rabies.  Raccoons may also be temporarily possessed by licensed wildlife rehabilitators that have qualified to rehabilitate rabies vector species.

	Hawaii
	Raccoons are illegal for private possession in Hawaii. One of the main reasons is that Hawaii is the only rabies-free state.  If raccoons become established in Hawaii, it may serve as a reservoir for rabies. Environmentally, they may threaten endangered ground nesting birds and other native fauna.  Without natural predators, they could also become agricultural pests.

	Idaho
	In a nutshell, private possession of raccoons is prohibited by Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDAPA 13.01.16.300.02).  However, the Idaho Department of Agriculture classifies raccoons as a fur farm animal (IC 25-3301) if they are raised in captivity by a commercial fur farmer.   Note: the sale, trade, barter, exchange, importation and possession of raccoons is prohibited (IC 25-236) except for commercial fur farmers.

	Illinois
	The raccoon must have been born in captivity and purchased from a person with a Furbearing Animal Breeder Permit and the person taking possession must have the same permit. (Walmart - $25 permit)

	Indiana
	If a person wishes to have a raccoon as a pet, they must obtain it either through a licensed game breeder or trap it during the open season under provisions allowed with a valid trapping license.  The person must submit an application to us for wild animal possession, which has a fee of $10 and requires veterinarian certification for the health of the animal and an inspection by a conservation officer of the facilities where the animal will be kept.  The license must be renewed each year by the anniversary date and with re-certification by the veterinarian.  Failure to comply with regulations could result in confiscation of the animal.  I am attaching a copy of our state regulations for possession of wild animals. 

	Iowa
	It is illegal in the State of Iowa to obtain or possess any animal from the wild. If you have an animal purchased from a pet store you must have all the legal documentation on said animal. These pets are governed by the Dept of Agriculture, their number is 515-281-5321. If it is an exotic animal not native to Iowa it is governed by The U.S Fish and Wildlife Bureau   

	Kansas
	Raccoons are prohibited from keeping as pets.  I have attached the KS Health Dept. statute that speaks to this.  28-1-14.  Rabies control in wildlife animals.  (a)  The possession or sale of skunks, raccoons, foxes and coyotes for keeping of these mammals as pets shall be prohibited.

(b)  Removal of musk glands of skunks for purposes of attempted domestication shall be prohibited.

(c)  Except as permitted by the secretary, attempts to immunize skunks, coyotes, raccoons, foxes, and other wildlife mammals known to be involved in the transmission of rabies shall be prohibited.

(d)  Subsections (a) and (b) of this regulation shall not apply to bona fide zoological parks or research institutions.

	Kentucky
	Can take from wild and keep as pets, so long as you acquire a captive wildlife possession license.

	Louisiana
	There is a permit referred to as a non game quadruped exhibitors’ license that would allow private individuals to possess native animals including raccoons. We receive a lot of requests to house both raccoons and skunks.  In light of all of these requests, as of September, we have issued a memorandum essentially saying we will not issue any more of these permits until our regulations have been furthered reviewed and rewritten. We no longer wish to permit individuals to house such animals. Uh, Not decided yet.

	Maine
	A person cannot legally possess wildlife.

	Maryland
	No one can permanently possess wildlife, but rare exemptions exist for wildlife rehabilitators, zoos, etc.  
Importation and Possession permits generally are required unless the wildlife is to be used for exhibitions.1 Animals such as fox, skunk, raccoon, bear, alligator, crocodile, member of cat family other then domestic cat and any poisonous snake are prohibited from being imported, but a person may offer these animals for sale to a person holding a valid federal or state permit for exhibition purposes.2

	Massachusetts
	It illegal to keep a raccoon as a pet in Massachusetts. Our state has strict regulations governing this activity. Permits in this category are issued only for certain scientific, educational, commercial, or other specific reasons.  Here is a page on our website with information on the keeping of captive/exotic wildlife: http://www.mass.gov/dfwele/dfw/wildlife/living/keeping_wildlife.htm 

	Michigan
	You would need to have a Permit to Hold wildlife in captivity and the animal would have to be from a breeder. It is illegal to possess an animal taken from the wild. For an application for a Permit to Hold Wildlife in Captivity please contact 517-373-1263 to speak with our permit specialist. Thank you.

	Minnesota
	Raccoons may be kept as pets, but may only be possessed if they were purchased from a Game Farm and a receipt is kept. They cannot be taken from the wild.

	Mississippi
	It is not legal to possess live raccoons in Mississippi (except zoos, research/educational facilities, and a few other exceptions).
It is unlawful for a person to import or possess any wild animal classified inherently dangerous by law or regulation unless that person holds a permit or is exempted from holding a permit. Inherently dangerous animals include, but are not limited to the following animals: orangutans, chimpanzees, gorillas, macaques, mandrills, baboons, wolves, bears, hyenas, lions, tigers, jaguars, leopards, elephants, etc. However, there are no state requirements for private possession of small non-domesticated felines such as ocelots, servals, etc.

	Missouri
	It is not legal to keep a live raccoon in Missouri without a permit. A Wildlife Hobby Permit ($10 annually) would allow a person to keep one mammal in captivity. A Class 1 Breeder Permit ($50 annually) would allow the holder to keep more animals. Both permits require inspection of confinement areas by conservation agents to assure that standards are met.  The raccoon MUST come from a licensed breeder within the state of Missouri and cannot be taken from the wild.  If you have any further questions please feel free to contact me.

	Montana
	Raccoons, foxes, skunks, and bats are all prohibited for private ownership in Montana.  The statute comes from the Department of Public Health and Human Services and is in place for protection against rabies.  We have confiscated raccoons found in private ownership in Montana. 


	Nebraska
	They are not allowed if taken live from the wild.  Also, a captive wildlife permit is issued by NGPC in the instances where they are not taken from the wild.

	Nevada
	It is unlawful for a private individual to possess raccoons in Nevada because they are classified as a rabies vector species and are included on the State of Nevada’s prohibited species list, Nevada Administrative Code 503.110. There are exceptions for commercial purposes and scientific collection.  SANCTUARY IS ALLOWED!

	New Hampshire
	It is illegal to possess raccoons in this state unless you have an exhibitor's license which are issued to zoos and educational type businesses.  Before they can receive an Exhibitor's permit they need to had a Federal Class C Exhibitor's Permit.  We do not issue possession permits for individuals who want them as pets.  We would require that it be obtained from another source and not taken from the wild in NH.  The only exception to that would be if the Exhibitor was also a rehabilitator and happened to have a coon that was unreleasable then we would allow them to utilize that particular animal as part of their exhibitor license.

	New Jersey
	New Jersey has specific wildlife captivity laws and regulations pertaining to game species (NJAC 7:25-10). In New Jersey the animal must be bred in captivity and have appropriate documentation (unless otherwise authorized by Division). No person should ever take animals from the wild - there is a need to protect native populations, hence the requirements for importation permits and health certificates for game species. Potentially dangerous species permits require the applicant to have additional experience and meet facility requirements. Depending on the species and type of permit, federal permits from US Fish and Wildlife Service and/or US Dept. of Agriculture may be also be required.

	New Mexico
	Not allowed due to rabies.   Raccoon as pet – NO  (NM Health Department Statute)  There is a permit available for those sportsmen that would like to train their dogs with a raccoon, it’s not too popular here in NM but we do have two men that hold this permit.  It’s a Protect Mammal Permit, and it allows the capture and possession of a raccoon only for the purpose of training dogs.  They cannot breed the raccoon and actually have to spay or neuter it.  Basically they set the raccoon out in a cage and train the dog to find it using scent and urine trail from the raccoon.  I believe it cost more to house and feed the raccoon then its worth training the dogs with (hints why its not popular to do).  The application for this would be thoroughly reviewed and a conservation officer would probably go visit with the applicant to see pen construction and dogs to be trained.  The permit would not be issued without visual proof that it’s for dog training only, not pet ownership.  77-18-1 NMSA 1978. Sale, purchase, trade and possession of certain animals regulated.   The sale, purchase, trade and possession with intent to keep as a pet of any subhuman primate, skunk, raccoon, fox or other sylvatic carnivore may be regulated by regulation of the health and environment department [department of health] for the protection of public health and safety. 

	New York
	  Raccoons are protected wildlife in New York.  They are a game species.  The possession of raccoons would only be allowed under a special license and only for limited purposes.  Raccoon rabies is endemic in New York and we do not allow the importation of raccoons into the state.  Special licenses would be available for scientific purposes or for limited exhibition purposes if the applicant is qualified.  Raccoons may be rehabilitated but only if you are licensed as a Wildlife Rehabilitator and certified to handle Rabies Vector Species.  You may possess raccoons for scientific, education, exhibition and zoological purposes under a License To Collect Or Possess.  You cannot have a raccoon as a pet.  The definitions for scientific etc. are found in 6 NYCRR Part 175.  The Environmental Conservation Law relating to fish and wildlife (Articles 11 and 13) are a very old set of laws (1911).  The applicable statutes are the Definition section 11-0103 and 11-0515. 

	North Carolina
	Due to rabies issues we do not give permits for an individual to possess a raccoon in North Carolina.
RE: Exhibitors - an entry permit from the State Veterinarian is required before importing into the state a skunk, fox, raccoon, ringtail, bobcat, North and South American felines, coyote marten, and brushtail possum. 



	North Dakota
	Permit from Board of Animal Health required.

	Ohio
	Can have them, but must buy them from a licensed propagator, and must have a non-commercial license.

	Oklahoma
	Can keep as pet, but can’t take from the wild to do so.

	Oregon
	No capture from the wild or imported into Oregon captured from the wild. Sale/purchase is prohibited in the state. An individual can purchase (outside the state) a captive bred raccoon from a USDA licensed breeder.  A holding permit is required by ODFW and is issued PRIOR to the raccoon coming into Oregon (provided the raccoon meets the criteria above) and must be imported legally through the Oregon Dept. of Agriculture with an CVI and import permit number. 

Per Oregon law “No person shall offer for sale, trade, barter or exchange as a household pet any fox, skunk or raccoon.”  Holding permits are renewed yearly. 

	Pennsylvania
	You can’t take them out of the wild, but you can purchase from a licensed propagator.

	Rhode Island
	Possession of live raccoons is not illegal, but does require a permit from the Department of Environmental Management. An old state law (RIGL 20-16-4) allows a person to: “…keep a live raccoon or raccoons for either breeding or other purposes…” provided they obtain a permit from the DEM. I believe this law was adopted with raccoon hunters in mind. We now have regulations governing the importation and possession of native wildlife that make it very difficult for any person to import, take, or posses a raccoon or any other native animal for any purpose other than scientific research and only under strict guidelines. Also, our state rabies protocols, adopted in the mid-90’s when the raccoon strain of the rabies virus swept through our area make it nearly impossible to possess a live raccoon as a pet or for any other purpose. If you have any other questions let me know.

	South Carolina
	50-16-20, cannot import, possess or transport for purposes or release, or introduce or bring into the state, but nothing precludes catching one from the wild and possessing it as a pet.

	South Dakota
	Possession of live furbearers is prohibited except that no more than one live furbearer (either  a raccoon, jackrabbit, skunk, red or gray fox, or coyote) per household may be kept as a pet. In addition, the Animal Industry Board requires a   permit to keep mammals including certain furbearers.   For details, contact 605-773-3321. No pet furbearer may be physically altered except skunks may be de-scented. Sale or purchase of a pet wild furbearer is prohibited.  They can be taken from the wild and kept as a pet.

	Tennessee
	Allow possession for pets, but do not allow any taking from wild.  Allow exemptions for rehabilitators, breeders, zoos.  No importation.  Do lots of surveillance for raccoon rabies, and urge Colorado to stay away from allowing private possession.  Have systematically whittled private possession down. 

	Texas
	Private possession of live raccoons is not authorized in Texas.  Additionally, our health department has instituted a statewide rabies quarantine so transport of those animals is restricted to peace officers, animal control personnel, zoo employees, etc.  In the event that a zoological facility would like to import or receive a raccoon, then the zoo would need to obtain an import/export permit from TPWD prior to the activity. Special provisions have been added for raccoons: “In addition to the list of exempt persons

cited above, the following individuals can also transport raccoons: rehabilitators and educators permitted by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and pest control operators licensed by the Structural Pest Control Board.” (Except for educators…10 mile radius limit…) Without express written permission from the department, rehabilitators may not hold wildlife for indefinite periods of time, and nonreleasable wildlife must be euthanized or found a permanent, legal home.


	Utah
	Regulated by Dept. of Ag.  Can’t possess as a pet.  Can possess for educational, commercial, etc.

	Vermont
	No wild animal can be possessed in the state of Vermont.

	Virginia
	It is against the law in the state of Virginia to possess wildlife.  Wildlife is defined as any animal on our native species list.  Raccoons are on this list. Exhibitors registered by the USDA under the Animal Welfare Act will be deemed permitted to exhibit in the state provided that they notify the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries of the import and possession of the animals and, as such, will not have to obtain the special permit from the state.1

	Washington
	The Dept. of Health prohibits importation of vector species for personal possession in the state of Washington.  WAC 246-100-191 prohibits such activity. What about Class C???!! Yes! And Non-releasables allowed! “Animals in rehabilitation face one of four fates: successful rehabilitation and release, non-releasable permanent educational placement, natural death as a result of its condition, or euthanasia.”

	West Virginia
	To avoid a rabies outbreak in WV, WV DNR stopped issuing permits for raccoons.  Individuals that held a permit before this order was issued, are permitted to keep their raccoon until it dies. 

	Wisconsin
	Don’t allow for private possession, but allow for commercial possession. “Wild animal farm” license. $50/25 renewal. Allowed possession up to two, must come from legit source.
<Exemption for USDA licensed exhibitors – who may also exhibit outside enclosure (except cougar or bear)>

	Wyoming
	Importation prohibited.  WGF does not have jurisdiction over possession of take of predatory animals.  There are no specific state laws prohibiting a person from taking a raccoon from the wild and possessing it as a pet, although local jurisdictions may further restrict.


